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The Prenklin Inn
(and Store)
Port lepublic, Atlantic County, Wew Jersey

Urner: Neniel Ensuern
Uceupunt: lirc. 1.5, Sander

Dates of Hreection: Franklin Inn 1778 (frame Hldr,);
Store 1827 (brick blds.)

ianiel athilis (Franiklin Inn};

Builders: (Original Gw )1
iclk store)

ners
Jonas liiller (br
Present Condition: Carefully restored; front entrance
doorway of store removed to new stalrhall as
common entry to the two buildings combined
as a large resldence by present owner, Other
. alterations as indles tea on drawings and
rhotographs,

uaber of Storles: Two and one~half over basement

liaterials of Construction:
Foundation - stone masonry
Ixterior wallg ~ frame clapboarded 1in the
Inng brick in the store
Iinterior walls = brick partywall; Trame
partitions
Chimneys « briclk, built into inslide of
sanle end walls
Rooi - prbley wood shingled (not original
reterinl)

Uigltorical Lalsag

“he present oiner of the former Franklin
Inn, o frame bullding, and of the Hiller SHtore, o
oricit cne, havin® connected them by a new entrance
vestizule serving bobth, they are here gsurveved as g
unit. The two gtructures Liave boen under o conmion
cunership, ag described in the I'ollowing clted
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accounts and &3 e videnced by the land and probabe
reecoris,

Port Republic, The hotel at
Chogtnut nbef vwhich wiith other buildings was
0 ,

hurned
by the arltlﬁh in Octover 1778, was Yept by Donlel
tathis. After hils loss, lir, flothis bullt the
‘“qn“T%p Inn at Port Jevobhlic, whileh is =2till stand-
ing, neay the dam, Ils son-in-lavw Jonas Liller
G noand

aftervords Dbecame proprietor of the old inn
concueted 1t miccessiully for seversl vears. ilis
four douchters, 21l besutiful end accounplisbhed in

thelr day, married Lhobeol keepers and passed thelr
mature vears in other places, Jonas Liller after-
wards removed Go Jape ilay and bulli longress Pell,
wiich was a Tamous hostelry ot that resort before

the Civil War, ‘&

Danlel lathis, bullder of the [ranklin
Inn in 1778 and vroprietor thereol as stated in
the sbove account, masi have rezigned that nmosition
to ls sonein=law Dy 27 April 1824 ? removed Lo
Little g iHarbor, 'urlvn”ton Gounty v) tor he
Gegciribes limgch rg of tiat wlnee atb tbst date of
a deed by which ne convers to Jonas iller of
Gallowaw TOMQShip, Cloucester County, for 11060
two wieeces of land. YThe first is @ Fouse anu lot
or 1"Nd situated st ".ranrleboroushis in tihe townohip
of Gallowav®, the property lines be ing described as

U

Y

begloning Ywhere o orked whiite o2l svtcod, sbout one
chain north of where the ¢ld srist wmill formerly
stood," thence north 2,62 chalng, tlhence south 85
chains, Lhenee south 10 choing to

Ay

Rers

e

tiesrees wenbh
flecobe Creek, Lhence oaet covn thie creoelr %o
lover side of 1he i1l d thence north &

weat 11.6 ehalns to the ber 1h"1ﬁ', snd ag conby:
one fore, Yhe other trhct convered was 20

-

A Tigtory 18641824, p.
;oof Atlantic 1 :

(h) The will of banilel hctpwu ves vroved 1824 Turlinsbon
Co. e bad mareied in 1736 Phoebve Smith, dazushlter of
Itleajal Smith (1742-1807) of Port levublic,

affame since cranged to Porbt Kepublie.
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t marsh on Blood Island in Hullica Siver,
tle Egg Harbor Townshivp, Burlington Countya

Having thus in 1824 come into posses
sion of the ¥ enklln Inn which possibly he had
operated for a few years rrevzougly in succession
to Daniel kathis, this grontee Jonas Miller sccord=
ing to another account(¢) wag the builder in 1827
of the brickstore of briclt burned on Tub Street
Recad nearly opposite Poter Strichiand!'s plaoce, which
store forms a unit of the property here surveyed.
Yhe same account states Murther thet "while Hr. Cake
vas running The stage he married Susanna, the soccond
doughter of Jonss Liller, and shelr first bouv skeeping
was in the second story of the briclk store " This
occupancy ls cvidenced by the frame stalrway which
untlil the recent alteratlons existed on the ountside
of the north wall of the bullding as the only means
of sccess to and from the second story,

By deced of ls t Hovember 1856, Stephen
Colwell ona ”1f0 Sarah B of Philedelphias conveyed
to Llias bt of Zalloway Township, Atlantic
County%, Ued Jer° ov, "Pirst all that lend and
promi vhich was conveved to Jonas Iiiller by
three oe“ﬂfate deeds, two from Obasdish Funtley,
one dated 9 June 1827 and one dsted 4 April 1828,
the other deed Trom under the hand of Daniel Mathls
dated 27 April 1624, contoining 3.55 acres more or
less, asnd from Jonas #iller the aame dosoonaed b
dlverse good conveyances unto the aforesald & tcpncn
Colweldl,"

Sixteen days after acquiring the property,
this Elias Lright of Gulloway Township by his deed
of 17 Hovember 1856 conveyed to Sarah Ashley of the
same place for 1600 YAll those lots of lanu, houses
and buildinzs in or about Unilonvillew that Ellas
Jdricht purchased of 3tevhen Colwell wiz. One lot
containing a brick store house and other bulldines,

and one lot contalning two u”ollln{ iouses and a

blacksmith shop, and slso one whari situsted on a
diteh leading into Hacott Creek.”

#This village in Galloway Twpe was known successively as
Gravely Hun, ‘‘ranglcovorourh, Uniconvlille and Port Hepublic.
Atiantic County was created 1837 from parts of Gloucester,



The grantee Sareh Ashley, being

still

of talloway Tovmship and supposedly occupying

elther the inn or the store thus scquired, conveyed
to Hollin i, Asnley of same place for ;1400 ©r her
deed cf ¢ February 1858 {he one acre trect there,
reciting the Livtle from Deniel liathis as apove
outlined.

#r o deed of 256 hawch 1896, this Hollin iie
Ashley conveged to David &, Ashley, both Lelins of
Galloway Yownshilp, for 51200 Tracts of leond 1n01U¢1nP
that on widdeh stood the Two bulldings here surveyed.
This rrantee was occupying the store in 1807, save
hig statement cited in (¢},

Finelly, by deed of 28 OCctober
Mourice C.
of zalloway Townshln, deces
fnaver of Atlentic City
trset or parcel of land
Fepublic", of one acre,
peoperty llncs the sanme =
from Danlel iinthis as I
and gingulsr the bulldir
concr”cbor, remaing ag ”ncr and occupant
Urenises ot the Ctime of our survery ol the
ineges in July 1840, he naving restored ond

them Lo compose cone larse resldence,

sed,

situated

o

3t above clted,
”. kr, Insuver,

A seorch of title in lond and
records of ((loucesbor and of

Countics by Uscar I, Bgniwugn,
rescarch editor, reported Z2
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1836,
Ashley and others, helrs of David B
conveyed Lo
for 59000 "All that cersain
in the city
with desceription of the

those in the deed of 1824
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